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r of the oe is a sinecure place, which is, at present, he'd by the Eart or Buoxincuamsuies (late Lord . 
sli bo ait), which piace is worth £. 11,094, or, i words, eleven thousand and ainety-four pounds, a year, Pat 
shed, reversion of this enormous salary, that is to say, the possession of it afler ‘he present possessor’s ; 
t Ol hy h, bas been obtained aud secured by Lord Harpwicke, not only for himeelf during his life, but, Bae 
m wy nd that, fur the lives of his two sons; and, this Lord Hardwicke is, as the reader will recollect, @ i 
d tens herof Mr. Caartes Yore®. e" 
ten yr ‘ . poi 's ry : 
Sto} e. Cuantes Yorges, of whom the public has, within the last twelve months, heard so much; that ‘ah 
a Cures Yorke, who, upou Mr. Waridle’s opening of the Charges against our late Chieftain, solemnly } 
umbery fared tus belief that there was a Jacobinical Conspiracy on foot against the illustrious House of Bruns- ; iy 
@ same k. that Mr. Charles Yorke, who, from the. moment the Walcheren Inquiry began, moved the I 
» style ding Onder for shutting the Debate Reporters out of the Gallery; that Mr. Charles Yorke, who, : 
vritiée a a motien Was made for Inquiry, which motion was opposed by the minister, declared that he i 
. ivht it his duty to stand by the minister, because the minister had resolved to stand by the king; ve 
_ _ that very Mr. Charles Yorke, has, within this week, received through the hands of that same 
5 Os nister, a grant, for life, of a sinecure place, (or place where nothing is to be done) called a Tellership 
More he Exchequer, worth £.2,700 a year; that is to say, he has thus secured, for his whole lifetime, 
hare | thousand seven hundred pounds a year to be paid to him out of the taxes, raised upon the people of i 
Wwe pland. 
ior *¢ Off! OF ' No mock Loyalty ' No Cant !” | 
friend » ; 
ye are d] [386 . | 
labou gether with such observations as have oc- 7 
e have SUMMARY GF POLITICS. curred to me thereon, and as I am led to 
hope may be of some little use in furthers 
CamprioGESHIRE ELECTION. In my | ing the great work of effecting a legal and 
i t Number, at the close of a Letter to the | constitutional reform of that House, who, 
y pr etholders of the County of Cambridge, 1 | last year, rejected Mr. Mapvocks’s motion 








lung, pressed my intention of addressing ano- 
singly er Letter to them, upon the same sub- 
0 the ‘1; but, { am happy to perceive, that 


ty neither want nor wanted, any Letter 
i me, or from any body else, to in- 
ice them to act a part worthy of uncor- 


efore, 






nows 
nions pled Englishmen 3. Englishmen having 
and ill a proper sense of what is due to them 


m their ralers. The reception, which 
Hk. Cuantes YoRKE, that constant sup- 
rer of every measure hostile to the 
blic purse, and to public freedom ; the 
‘epion which this gentleman met with 
Stoney: at the Nomination, on Tues- 
) lst, the 13th instant, is, however, of 
Me importance, in many points of view, 
Mat a particular account of it demands, 
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at in avers, with the sole exception of that, 
rbet, Which E shall, in the latter part of this 
ined uber, have to call the public attention. 
fer: In my next, which will be a devble 
jices » I shall insert all the speeches, at 






ill length, made vi 

WaT o-. &. pon this memorable 

hind What I shall now offer to the 

sas will be mérely an.account of what 
» *pon the o¢casion referred to, to- 


pet 





"hy opinion, the precedence of all other | 








for an inquiry into the sale of seats; that 
House, who, this year, have voted away 
2,000/. a year of our money for three 
generations to the man who left bis sick 
and wounded t6 the mercy of the enemy, 
upon the very spot whenee he takes hie 
title of Viscount; that House, who, while 
we are actually sinking under our burdens, 
have just voted nearly a million of money | 
for the purpose of taking 30,000 Portu- rs] 
guese troops into our pay; that House, | 
who, while it has, this Session, reduced 
the numbers of our native army, has aug- 
mented the German army, now maintained 
in this kingdom; that House, in short, | 
without a reform of which no good can Ma 
be expected, no ne, for the better, no 4b 

alleviation of our burdens, no punishment 
on the heads of Public Robbers, no justice 
for an injured and insulted peopie—— 
The first circumstance, wiiich I have to 
notice, is, to Me, a Most pleasing one, 
namely, that, in opposition to Mz. Yorke, wal 
or rather ‘his intolefant and tyrannical i | 
principles, there appears to have been 
arrayed, not only great talents, but Ae 
property and high rank. A Mr. Kgane ot 
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proposed Mr. Yorke and was seconded by 
a Mason Pemnerton. These are men who 
may be known in their neighbourhoods ; 
but, they are utterly unknown in the na- 
tion; while, on the other side, we see Lorp 
Francts Osporne proposed by the Mar. 
auis or Tavistock, seconded by Mr. 
Brasp, men who are well known to the 
whole nation, and to receive praise from 
whorn is, of itself, no small honour. 
Mr. Yorke seems to have been surprized 
at the thunder of indignation, with which 
he was received by those who had sent 
him to parliament for 20 years past; and 
he complained grievously of the being re- 
Oh! then it was that 
he might have been reminded, that Mr. 
Gave Jones was, upon his motion, sent to 
Newgate, tithout any trial, there to be kept 
during the pleasure of those who sent him : 
and then it was that he might have been 
reminded, too, that he was one of the for- 
wardest in supporting Pitt in the measure 
for suspending the Act of Habeas Corpus, 
in consequence of which suspension, so 
inany persons were sent to prison, and there 
kept, for years, without any trial, without 
any crime alledged against them in any court 
of gustice, and when finally let out of pri- 
son (those who lived to be let out), without 
being able to obtain any redress. While the 
air was ringing with shouts of indignation 
at the very sight of him, and when, in a 
few hours after, he intimated his intention 
ef declining the contest ; in those moments 
of humiliation he must, one would suppose, 
have reflected a little upon his past manly 
conduct, and upon the sufferings of Mr. 
Gate Jones, who, upon his motion, had 
been sent to Newgate (where he then was, 
and where he still is) for baving called Mr. 
Yorke’s conduct, in shuitifig the Gallery, 
“ un outrage upon public feeling,’ and having 
edvertised his intention of having a dis- 
cussion thereon. For this was Mr, Gale 
Jones, without any trial, and by the sole 
power of the offended party, sent to jail; 
and, upon this point, as well as others, 
did the Freeholders of Cambridgeshire 
express their opinion. Mr. Gale Jones 
cereere to discuss the conduct of Mr. | 
orke, in causing the Gallery to be shat, | 


and Mr. Yorke caused him to be put into 


jail for such proposition; but, the first 
tae he got from the Freeholders of 

sambridgeshire, from those who sent him 
into the House of Commons, was, “ Of, 
“ off, clear the Gallery! Is it again to clear 
“the Gallery that we are to re-elect you ?”? 
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This was the first salute he received, » 
from a rabble, as he would have called, 
people in Westminster, but from the yey 
persons who had sent him to parlianes 
these very persons saluted him with; 
petition of that for having uttered whi 
he had caused Mr. Gate Jones to be » 
to Newgate. What rich thing it wo 
be, if he were, after getting in agiy 
through the stinking channel of some ty, 
ten borough, to move for the sending, 
his old constituents to Newgate! Ani 
why not! They told him, not only of} 
shutting the Gallery, but of many oth 
of his parliamentary feats, many other ji 
despotic acts and attempts, such as mo 
ing for the imprisonment of Mrs. C1any 
during the investigation about the Duie 
of York. ‘Well, then: why not brig 
up his old constituents, and put thema 
jail too? What right had the Hous 
put Mr. Jones in jail, any more thai 
they would have to put the Freeholder 
of Cambridgeshire in jail ? —— This, by 
the-bye, is a question that must not 
dropped. The House has negatived St 
Francis Burpett’s motion, and some 
them have declared, that they haveth 
right of committing people to jail, who 
not belong to their own body ; but, thi 
is a point which is yet to be discussed. I 
is yet to be settled, and made known 
the world, whether there does really exis 
in England, any man, or any set of meh 
having the legal right of sending wh 
they please to prison, without atrial, wm 
keeping persons, so sent to prison, 10 pl 
son during the pleasure of the party ¢x® 
cising such power. Yes, sure; We"! 
endeavour to ascertain this point ; We ™! 
endeavour to know, whether there be, 
England, any body who can, at any times 
seize any of us and put us intoja!l a 
keep us there, during their pleasure. 
will find out, and we will, before we — 
any more about our liberties, fix the Poe 
whether our ‘‘ representatives” have he 
« privilege” of laying any of us bj 
heels, whenever they choose, and of re 
ing us so laid by the heels as long 25 ' 
choose. I, for my part, never yet be 
vote for any ton. i of that honour 
House, in which Mr. Madocks’s a 
was negatived ; and,I am sure! n° i 


; wil 
twill; I am quite sure that I never 


vote for any one ; yes, E am quite 7 
that I never will help to’thoose any a 
to represent me, unless he will first aie 
me never to bring me before him and ™ 
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| 
py the heels. Mr. Jones seems, from 
excellent Letter,* to be resolved to 
this matter fairly and legally to 
cand, in so doing, he will confer a 
at benefit upon the country. In re- 
ngto the Cambridgeshire election, it 
not the mere circumstance of driving 


1g 





) be sey driving 

it woul ay Mr. Yorkeso much as the principles, 

1 agaip on which it was done, that is of inrport- 
ea 


eto the public. | He was not opposed 


IME Ty ; 
dal onthe old stale ground of party. It was 
And by a body of people, brought forward 
ly ofh great political leaders, that he was 


ted off: It was by the real freeholders 


1V othe vas ta 
t acounty, moved by principle and not by 


ther hi 

a weight of whatis usually called aéerest. 
Chari The speeches of the Marquis of ‘Tav1- 
e Dule cx, Mr. Gunnine, Mr. Branp, and the 
r bring vy. Mr. Brown, most ably and clearly 
them ij te the grounds, upon which Mr. Yorke 
louse 3 driven away: namely, That he fras 
ethan enan uniform Supporter of an Adiminis- 
holder — 





his, bys Bo Sir Francis Burdett, Bart. 
Dot be Six; 1 request permission to offer the 
ved Si bute of my unfeigned thanks for your 


st able, legal, consitutional, unanswer- 


ome ¢ 
save the le, and unanswered defence of the Rights 


d Liberues of the People, whieh you 
of opinion, have been violated in ny 
roa. So strongly fortified is my 


who do 
put, thi 
sed. ji 


own t inl, by the authority of your judg- 
y eXist, elt; so fully assured am [othat no iing- 
f med, (min can sustain any wrong, without 
whoa Wing some re nedy, that Lam firmly con- 
al, an need the House of Commons never hau, 


in pre br could have, the privilege of exereising 
exer ¢ power of passing a sentence ef impri- 
ve wil ninent upon any person, not a member 
ve Wil its own body, whilst the common law, 





- be, it agna Charta, the Petition of Right, the 
; ill of Rights, the Act of Habeas Corpus, 
d the Act of Settlement, are the unre- 
‘aled laws of the land, Therefore I will 
tver so far degrade my’ character, as 
umbly to petition for my liberty, which I 
idly claim as my right. 
“ Forgiveness to the iajur’d doth belong, 












* keep They ever can forgive, who do the wrong.” 

s they Twill I, * from a slayish fear, or pri- 

t dd Pe policy” compromise the Liberty of 

urabl 'Y fellow-subjects, by allowing a prece- 

notion nt to be drawn. from my acquiescence, 
nevet hich, though it may relieve my weakly 

r will = from a prison, must plant a sting 
“ cau my mind.—TI have the honour 

» OI, with i 

omist MMOst humble sapien te 2, peeing 


; Joun Gare Jones. 
Male Side of Newgate, March 13, 1810. 
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tration, by whom the pressure of taxation 
has been increasing, until it is almost in- 
tolerable ;—that he has supported those, 
under whom hordes of Foreign Troops have 
been introduced into this country, in defi- 
ance. of every constitutional provision, and 
tothe hazard of our rights and secu- 
rity ;—that, upon a late Inquiry, he re- 
vived the old exploded cry of Jacobinical 
Conspiracy, with a view to prevent the 
adoption of the honest and unpreju- 
diced opinion, which the nature of the 
charges against the Duke of York was 
calculated to produce ; that he has 
recently endeavoured by enforcing the Stand- 
ing. Order, to deprive the people of the 
slender and melancholy consolation of 
knowing who were the authors of their ca- 
lamities ;—in short, said the Marquis 
of Tavistock, such have been the politi- 
cal acts of Mr. Yorke, that, «éf the people 
“ were fully and fairly represented in parlia- 
«ment, he might go from county to 
* county, from town to town, and would 
“not geta single elective body to confide 
“in him.” Mr. GuNNING, Whose 
speech was not inferior to that of the Mar- 
quis of Tavistock, charged Mr. Yorke with 
having, from the first w the last moment 
of his career, been the advocate of every 
oppressive act, aud the enemy of every at- 
iempt to restore the blessings of the constitu 
tion ;-——with having supperted every 
measure for increasing the burdens and di- 
minishing the liberties of the people ;—— 
with having been amongst the foremost 
in supporting the suspension of the Habeas 
Corpus Act, and for inflicting torture in Tree 
land ; with having advised and jus- 
tified the ignominious Treaty of Amiens, 
though he had. denounced as ¢rattors and 
jacobins all those who had, for years before, 
hinted at the necessity of peace between 
this country and France; with his 
having attributed Mr. Warove’s charges 
to a Jacobinical Conspiracy against the House 
of Brunswick, though the investigation 
brought to light acts exceeding all others 
in grossness of corruption, in barefacedness 
of profligacy, in degradation of manners, 
though venality was proved in every de- 
partment of the state, though the church 
was found not free from its baleful in- 
fluence, though even its most dignified 
preferments were attempted to be pro- 
cured through the intervention of a 
strumpet, yet this conscientious and uni- 
form patriot could conceive no danger 
but from a conspiracy of the press ;——with 
having proposed to have Mrs. Clarke, a w+ 
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ness at the bar of the House, tmprisoned, 
during an adjournment ;——with having, 
upon ail occasions, been the steady assist- 
aut ofevery minister, in doing whatever 
was inimical to the rights and liberties 
of Englishmen ;——And, can you, said 
Mr. Gunning, “ suppose that he made 


‘himself thus active, and thus obnoxious, | 


“without avy view to personal advantage ? 
“ Indeed, it is much more probable, that 
‘he has since delivered in his bill of work 
*« done for the ministry.’ ——Mr. Branp ac- 
cused him of having been consianily a 
supporter of those, who were ever en- 
deavouring to excite one part of the people 
agamst the otler ; to propagate suspicions 
of disaffection and of treason, to set English- 
man against Englishman, and this was, he 
said, a permanent unvarying part of their 
policy.——The Rev. Gsorce Brown 
exhorted the meeting to prove to the 
country their sense oi patriotism and pub- 
lic spirit “ by rejecting with marked dis- 
“revard their late Member Mr. Yorke. 
“He had, torsooth, complairied of the 
“ misrepresentation of bis speeches; could 
“he say that his votes were misrepresented ? 
“When did he ever vote in favour of 
“ constitulional fredom?—or, what was 
‘‘the measure which went to infringe 
that freedom that had not his support? 
“Was he not the principal actor in up- 
“halding an incapable, profligate, and 
“ comemptibie Administration ; men who 
* came nito office upon the diabolical war- 
« whoop oi religious dissensiens, and who 
« have shown their attachment to the sa- 
“ cred preceptsot religion, by an open vio- 
« lation of the laws of God and Man ??—— 
The Marquis or Tavistock, at the close 
of the debate, said, that Mr. Yorke was 
now the hired advocate of Ministers, and had 
received his retaining fee. Well; what 
had he to say, in answer to all these 
charges? I wiil, even here, give the whole 
of his speech, as I find it reported amongst 
the others, as far as it relates to any thing 
but mere county matters, and even that 
part shall be inserted in my next. 
“ He denied that he had ever brought for- 
** ward the Cavalry Bill alluded to, or that 
“ he wag a Member of the Cabinet at the 
“ conclusien of the Treaty of Amiens. 
« As to thie charges against the Duke of 
“ York, although he thought in his con- 
“ science that the Duke was not guilty of 
** corruption or criminal connivance, yet, 
“ that from the high rank be held in the 
“ State, and the example he was bound to 
“ shew, that it was very improper for him 







































‘to connect himself, as he had done, wit 
“a woman of such notorious charactery 
« Mrs. Clarke. If that question bad Come 
« on before the other, he should have voted s 
“ it. With respect to charging the Pieg 
“of London, with being engaged iy, 
« Conspiracy, he avowed the charge, ay) 
“ would say, that it séi/l exisis, He cup, 
« plained that every thing he said in ty 
‘ House of Commons was misrepresente): 
“and could appeal to Mr. Brand, a 
« tothe Marquis of Tavistock, whether 
‘“‘ this moment, there existed not a cm 
‘‘ spiracy among them not to report ty 
“speeches of Mr. Tierney and \f, 
“« Windham. [ A laugh !}—He believed 
“that there was now a Conspiracy 
“‘ misrepresent or suppress all that wa 
“said by persons who were not furw. 
«ates of the London Editors. Tha 
*« great conspiracy did -exist against tix 
“« Duke of York was, as he thought, sf. 
“< ciently proved by the Jury, who, in thea 
“tion against Mr. Wardle, in which Mr, 
«“ Glenie and Major Dodd were imp 
‘* cated, conceived that there was 2 cu 
“ spiracy to rua down the Duke, and in thi 
“conspiracy he conceived the London Pra 
 «@ party.——Much had been said upea 
“ the Scanding Order of the House of Con- 
“mons. It was not merely intended that 
“ because the Gallery was sometimes opel 
“to strangers, that therefore the prope 
“ England had a right to be present & 
“every discussion of their Represent 
“ tives; in such case, in place of St. St 
“ phen’s Chapel, Parliament should be 
“ assembled upon Salisbury Plain. Th 
“ Gallery of the House of Commons dil 
“not hold above 150 persons, and wi 
“ generally filled with Reporters, Editors 
“ and Proprietors of the London News) 
“perse The Order of the House, whic 
“he had enforced, was settled shortly 
“atter the Revolution, by those great 
“ men whose conduct it would be alway 
“ his pride to imitate.—His object in 
“ forcing that Order at the present was” 
“ guard against the gross misrepresel® 
“tions, the gross mistakes, and he wel 

“ say, the wilful misrepresentations give © 
“< the proceedings of the House of Commo 
« He wished also to be considered 2 by 
“no means hostile to an inquiry ito - 
“late Expeditions, though he opp 

“ motions which were substantially 2 °°” 
«demnation before inquiry. It was ™ 
“ necessary for him to enter into ay ° 
“ fence of his general conduct. [“ 4°” 


« decd} -He had ever been the act”* 
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ne, wi ppposer of those who, either at home or | done which, those gentlemen have re- 
acter syroad, were endeavouring to destroy | ceived, and will continue to receive, the 
i he ereatness of Old England. (| Crves | heart-feit thanks of every honest man in 
Patel fe « OF, off! no mock loyalty, no cant!’\ | this kingdom. Conspiracy, indeed! Was 
e Pie \s much misrepresentation was circu- | ii a conspiracy of Mr. Wardle, Mr. Glen- 
“a lated about the nature of the office | nie, and Mr. jtodd, that induced the Duke 


Se, al vhich it had pleased his Majesty” [not 





© Cot. Majesty, but his Ministers] ‘ tocon- 
din thy * upon him ; he begged to say that it 
sented, was an ancient and honourable one, re- 
nd, ang sylated by acts of Parliament, and nos 
other a aid, as was industriously stated, out of 
hers the public taxes. The salary was made 
ort li up by small fees levied upon every zssue 
Md Mh of money from the Exchequer, and did not 
el 1eveG amount to more than 23007. per an- 
acy num.” Very good indeed! “ Of! 
im We of! No mock loyalty! no cant?’ He 
Cage, le expected this, when he was talking of 
a standing by the minister,’’? because he had 


all solved “to stand by his gracious sove- 
t, sulle ae 


ivn.? He littie thought, that the Free- 

















a iders or Cambridgeshire saw so clearly 
ie ‘otis ue Character and his real views. 
hee No mock loyalty! no cant!’ at once 
na ave a lesson to the mock loyalists, to the 
1 Pea vilee men, and an example to the 
due retches, who, by fraudulent pretences 
Com. bout loyalty have so long succeeded in 
d that lading and robbing this nation, —RHis 
oe ulary not come out of the taxes? What 
ook @ n impudent assertion! Why, are not the 
ae ees paid out of the money issued from 
niall he Lxchequer ? And what money is that 
St. Stes ut the money collected from the people 
ld be taxes ‘ The salary-is not paid by a ¢ax- 
The wierer, indeed ; but, what a mnuserable 
ai Gl uibble is this, and how clearly does the 
e ‘eof such a quibble show the want of 
tors ny lar grounds of defence! The 
ewspi ma too, how dares he say, that it is 
whic ny 2,300 a yéar, when it stands, even 
shortly Fong parliamentary return, at 2,700l. 
, creat ray well known to be stated as low 
always rd : 5 any contrivance, by any shew of 
in ell That ho’ hey can possibly be stated ? 

was 10 . leone ae stated to have said against 
ssente- - Wardle, Glennie, and Dedd is as 
would true, besides being deeply imbued with 
wen f : Speakers usual malignity. What con- 
mmonh ck WA proved against the Duke of 
as bY like th; 0 ever dreamt of a calumny 
to the roved iss except Mr. Yorke? It was 
sposed , sindeed, that those gentlemen had 


‘tees all assisting to get from Mrs. Clarke 
provi, eaiast the Duke of York; but, 
of the of what? of falschoods? no, but 
whi ose disgraceful and damnable éruths, 

\.. Were. afterwards made apparent 


a col 
as not 
ry de 
No it- 





of York to write the Darling Letters? Was 
it their conspiracy that caused the ever- 
famous Note to be written to Tonyn ? Was it 
their conspiracy that induced the Duke to 
get the pious O’Meara, the man of ccles- 
tial unction, leave to preach belure the 
royal family ? Was it their conspiracy 
that gave commission and the command 
of English soldiers to a whore’s footboy, 
who, as some ot the ‘ doyal’’ contended, 
had the honour to be an officer’s bastard, 
but which was not true, the boy being the 
legitimate son of a very poor, but, | be- 
heve, very honest man? Was it their con- 
spiracy that made Knightpay Mrs, Clarke 
200/. on account of his brother’s Ex- 
change? Was it their conspiracy that 
brought about the bargain between French 
and Sandon and Mrs. Clarke? Was it 
their conspiracy thac made Dowler pay 
her for his place ?——Why did he not 
say, at once, that it was the conspiracy 
of these three gentlemen, that caused 
ail the illegal trafficking in Writerships 
and Cadetships ;. that made Lord Castle- 
reagh ofier a Writership to be swapped 
fora seatin parliament; and, that pro- 
duced all the facts, relative to the seat of 
Mr. Quintin Dik, mentioned in Mr. 
Madocks’s motion ?——No: but which 
Mr. Yorke dislikes full as much, anda 
great deal more, their conspiracy detected 
and exposed the existence of all these in- 
famous facts, and a most useful conspi- 
racy it was. It gave rise to a quite new 
way of thinking in the people, who, all ot a 
sudden, clearly saw what was meant b 

the cry about jacobins and (evellers. it 
gave the first great blow to corruption of 
every sort. It enabled the people to 
judge of the House of Commons. It an- 
nihilated all confidence in party, It was 
a beginning of what will never end, until 
the people of England are in the enjoy- 
ment of their just and constitutional rights, 
and, of course, until the parliament be le- 
gally reformed and punishment inflicted 
upon every speciesof Public Robbery —— 
The rest of his Speech is wholly unworthy 
of notice. Itis beneath any expressions of 
contempt that one can make use of, Its 
etlect appears to have corresponded very 
well with xs quality; for indignation 


insulted nation, aud for having — hearty: and universal was, perhaps, 
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never expressed.—_—The Freeholders of 
Cambridgeshire have spoken the. senti- 
ments of the whole of the English people, 
who, let us hope, will, wherever they 
have an opportunity, follow the noble eX- 
ainple. Mr. Yorke, upon the first ap- 
pearance of the Charges against the Dake 
of York, cries out a Conspiracy of the 
Jacobins and the Press; he votes, all the 
way thr ugh, for the Duke of York; he 
votes for Lord Castlereagh and against Mr. 
Madocks’s motion; he votes against the 
Jnquiry into the Walcheren Expedition ; 
he cars the Galery; he declares, thas 
he will stand by the yrbilee minister, be- 
cause the jubilee minister is resolved to 
stan by his gracious Sovereign; he gets 
a sinecure place; alter all which he ap- 
peal to the Freeholders of the County of 
Cambridge to decide upon his conduct, 
and they, wi h both hands up-litted, drive 
hom from their presence. He calls us, 
the Loudon Kditors, Jacobins: he appeals 
from us io tie quiet good sense and the 
loyaliy of his native county ; and, that 
covnty heots him away, receives him 
with: “ Of! off! no mock loyalty! no 
“ cant !"’——Verily such men do well 
to hate the Press Were it not for the 
Press, their conduct would be onknown, 
or, at least, 8600 forgotten, For him who 
waniedto imprison Mrs. Clarke, while she 
was awiiness at the bar of the House 
of Commons, it wos very natural to use 
whatever means he had in his power te 
keep the Press at adistance from the scene 
another time. It was well asked by 
the Kiv. Mr. Brown (and the better be- 
sause Dy a Clergyman) whether the VOTES 
of Mr. Yorke had been misrepresented. 
Ave! there’s the rub! and arub, too, 
which will, ] am confident, whenever the 
time comes, be felt by others, as well as 
by Mr. Yorke For this reason it is, that it 
willbe ofthe utmost importance, that those, 
who publish Lists of Majorities and Mino- 
rities, should be particularly careful to be 
correct; and that, when they publish 
Lists at all, they should publish Lists of 
both sides of thé question. For my part, I 
have no doubr at all, that, if every count 

and endependent bedy of electors had the 
sawwe sort of opportunity athirded them, 
that has been afforded to the Freeholders 
of Cambridgeshire, they would all act in 
the save manner. The numberof Free: 
hohler » IN every county, who may act an 
independent par!, of they will, is quite suf- 
ficient to insure the return of good mem- 
bers; and, again | cannot refrain from ex- 











pressing my hope, that, in this way espe. 
cially, the example of the county of Cam. 
bridge will be of great national utility, 
——lIt is the duty of every man, who his 
avote to give, in the choice of membersof 
parliament, to keep his eye steadily fixed 
upon the proceedings of that parliament, 
and to bear in mind what is the conduct 
of each of the present members upon every 
great constitutional question; every ques. 
tion involving the great and vital interests 
of the people. Nothing should be suffered 
to drive this out of a man’s memory, and 
in every County, in particular, the coo- 
duct of the members should, by some 
means or other, be kept constantly before 
the eyes of the people. Here | am 
obliged to break off, or to leave ont the 
article which immediately follows, which 
nothing upon earth can induce me to do, 
W™. COBBETT. 
London, 16th March, 1810. 








CAPT. WARWICK LAKE. 


The conduct of this man, which has 
hitherto escaped general notice, shall, if | 
have life to effect that object, be known 
in every part of the inhabited globe: it 
shall flow as widely as the waters, which 
surround the uninhabited rocks and swamps, 
on which poor ROBERT JEFFERY was 
landed and left, It was very mach my 
wish to extend my observations upon mat 
ers, connected with the Cambridgesiue 
Election ; ‘and also to write upon several 
other topics, interesting at this tune. 
But, this subject, the treatment of Robert 
Jeffery, demands precedence of all others. 
Viewing this subject in the light that I do, 
it would be infamous in me to lose one 
moment in calling the public attention t0 
it.——At present I shall confine mysell 
to the publication of the Proceedings of th 
Court-Martial (by whom Lake was tried 
at Portsmouth, on the 5th and Oth of last 
month) and of a Letter, written to MR. 
Braccr Batuunst, by a Mr. Tsoms, 
which letter it was that led to the trial of 
Lake. Mr. Tuomas’s letter will spea 
for ttseif; but, I trust, that care has been 
taken to provide for his speedy and sv 
retarn to England, in order that he ™2Y 
be further heard, by the House of Com 
mons, or, at any rate, by the public. 
‘These Papers were printed by Order ° 
the House of Commons, on the 23rd 0! 
last month, having been moved for by 
Sir Francis Burpert, who, in the firs 
place, mentioned the matter in the Hou", 
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907} 
and asked the ministers, the king’s servants, 
ghether they meant fo take any steps rela- 
sve to it. What they said to him in an- 
ywer is of little consequence, He told 
hora, that he should wait some days to 
a whether they took any steps, and that, 
{yo steps were taken, he should make a 
specific motion upon: the subject. Phis 
yotion he made, and, in consequence of it, 
the public will now be in possession of that, 
of which, without his interference, it never 
vould, in all probability, have got a sight. 
__.Besides the documents, I now publish, 
there are, a Letter from Lake to the Adini- 
ralty, an Opinion of Mr, Bicknell on the 
case, Proceedings of a Court of Inquiry, 
a Letter from Sir Alex. Cochrane, and a 
Letter from five officers (including the 
purer) of Lake’s last ship, giving him a 
character.——Alll these [ will publish in 
my next Number ; but, as to the facts, these 
additional papers are quite immatetial.— 
To ofler observations on either the crime or 
the evidence it is not now my intention. 
I wish to leave the reader to his own un- 
biassed judgment; but, I beg him to read 
with attention; and to. dwell particularly 
on what is said about a beltef that the 
Island was inhabited; about the reporting 
of poor Jeffery as having un away from 
the ship; about the inéerlineation of the 
Log-book, in which the landing of the man 
Was, at first, omitted to be entercd; about 
the sort of theft: that Jeffery was charged 
with; about his having actually been 
flogged for that theft; and, above all, about 
hishaving been taken off by an American 
“.——Upon this last point, I must re- 
mind the reader, that, just after the Court- 
Martial took place, and Lake was dis- 
missed, there appeared, in all the London 
hews-papers, @ paragraph, stating, that 
n man, landed by Capt. Lake, had been 

of the Island by an American Ship. 




























his was stated in the most positive terms. 
here was no doubt expressed as to the 
wg The public in general, who had 
of the landing of the man, stil] 
oy the same of Lake’s conduct; but, 
nae Poor man had got off with his life 
: Was safe, their indignation was ase 
"ged. And, thus would the thing have 
we off; thus would the public have been 
ih had it not been for Sir Francis 
el “ who seems to think that the per- 
iberty and the lives of his country- 

rie _ matters of more consequence than 
Mt of plane of who shall be in and who 
what Pa -———-The public will now see 
oundation there was for the story 








MARCH 17, 1$10.—Captain Warwick Lake. 








[398 


about Jeffery’s having reached America; 
and they will easily judge of the mo- 
tives from which the paragrapl, above- 
mentioned, was published.—— lo obviate 
any puzzle, that might arise from Lake’s 


being sometimes seen ip the command of 


the Sloop, Recruit, and sometimes in 
that of the Ship, Uvysses, I will just ob- 
serve, that he was a Commander, whie iu 
the Recruit, and when he put poor Jetivry 
on shore; and that, SINCE THAT, he 
has been promoted to the rank of J’ost Cap- 
tain, and has had given to him the com- 
mand of the Ulysses. I cannot let this re- 
mark go, without saying, that in the Pa- 
pers laid before parliament, the time when 
the Admiralty first knew of the landing of 
Jeffery does not appear. lt is, therefore, 
possible, that, though the deed was eom- 
mitted in December 1807, the Admiralty 
had not heard of it, when they promoted 
Lake; but, though it is barely possible, 


that the Admiralty might be ignorant of 


the deed, Sim ALEXanpEe CocwRANE was 
not ignorant of it. He was apprized of it 
soon after ittook place. He sayshe was; 
and that he sent Luke back to look for the 
man, Well, then, did he apprize the Admi- 
ralty of the deed ?——Lake’s promotion, 
after the deed, is a thing that lies between 
sir Alexander Cochrane and the Adimiralty; 
and, I trust, we shall know, very shortly, to 
whom it belongs. With this much, by 
way of Preface, | leave the case to the se- 
rious and impartial consideration of my 
readers. 


MR. THOMAS’S LETTER. 


Letier from Cuantrs Moncaw Tuomas, fo 
Mr. Brasce Baruunst, dated, Neptune, 
Fort Royal Bay, Martinico, 24th March, 
1809, 


Sin;—A freeman of the city of Bristol, 
which you have so long honourably represented 
in parliament, takes the liberty to address you, as 
the only alternative he has against Oppression. 
—In the first place, it will be necessary fur me 
to state, that I lately was Purser of His Ma- 
jesty’s sloop Demerary, but resigned my war- 
rant to Sir Alex. Cochrane, upon condition of 
being discharged froin the Service altogether ; 
the Admiral superseded me, but ordered that 
I should be detained, being impressed with the 
idea, that it is possible I might have de- 
frauded Government, When this came to my 
knowledge, I requested to be sent home, where 
alone 1 knew this point could be decided. 1 
was buoyed up with promises, since when two 
ships have sailed from this express for England, 
the Garee and Belleisle, yet still um I detained 
a Sury sumerary for Victuals ooly, and there 
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is at present no bopes of an alteration in my 
circumstances. —The cause of my being kept 
prisoner is, that I made public my inteouion to 
develope certain Circumstances, among which 
one was, that Capt. Simpson, late of the Star, 
made a false muster, and syned bills upon 
Government beiore they were due, thereby to 
enable a Master to desert from iis Majesty’s 
service. Lieut. Stuart, late of the Star, witha 
zeal highly laudable, applied to Sir A. Cochrane 
for a Court Martial on Capt. Simpson, but i 
stead of granting the wished-tor enquiry, the 
Admiral removed Mr. Stuart, and the investi 
gation never took place.—I deem it a duty I 
owe to humanity, to inform you that Capt. 
Lake, when Commander of the Recruit, seta 
man belonging to that vessel on shore at Som- 
brero, an uninhabited island in the Atlantic 
Archipelago, where he died through hunger, or 
otherwise, for more was never heard of him. 
This was likewise known to Sir A. Cochrane, 
who sutlered this (itled murderer to escape, and 
he now has the command of the Ulysses, 
—lIT appeal to the right hon, C. Bathurst, not 
only as the Member, but as the beloved Mem- 
ber of Bristol, to see one of your friends put 10 
possession of those rights so dear to English- 
men, and of which he has been so unjustly de- 
prived. Voltaire justly observes, that streams 
always become more impure the farther they 
are from the fountain-head; this assertion is 
just, inasmuch as the following facts are incon- 
trovertible ; viz, the Transport lately seized at 
‘Trinidad, was employed upon speculating pur- 

ores, The ransoming enemies has not only 

een connived at, but cucouraged, andthe ho- 
nour of the mation has not only been compro- 
mised, but basely abandoned, by a set of 
wretches, calling themselves Commissioned Of- 
ficers, but who, in reality, would do beter be- 
hiad compters in Cheapside and Ludgate Hill ; 
but if they make these (heir prototypes, they 
fall short, very short of the original —P. S. I 
hope you will not construe intu disrespect the 
senting this with a water only, aud omitting a 
cover, as Lam obliged to use secrecy, in order 
to prevent detection, 


BIINUTES taken at a Court Martial assem- 
bled on board His Mujesty’s Ship Gladiator, 
en Portsmouth Harbour, on the Sth of Feb. 


1810; and continued by adjournment the 
Jollowing day. 


Carr. W. Beprorn, President : 


Captains 
Charles D. Pater, Robert Plampin, 
Joba EB. Douglass, Thomas Rogers, 
Jobo Barrett, John Trewin, 
Sir A.C. Dickson, Bt. | Hon. Charles Paget. 
Ri ward H. Pearsoo, | William Cumberland, 
Michard Ragget:, — Robert Hall. 


The Prisoner was brought in, and audience 
adm t d.——The order trom the Lords Com- 
miss@ncrs of the Admiralty, dated the $d of 
Feb, iastaut, setung forth that a Letter had 








—_— 





been addressed to their lordships by the rt. huy 
C. Bathurst, enclosing a letter to him fru 
Mr. Charles Morgan thomas, dated Lis \. 
jesty’s ship Neptune, Fort Royal Bay, My). 
tinique, the 24th March 1809, in which j: \s 
stated, that the hon. Warwick Lake, whep 
commander of [lis Majesty’s sloop Recrui, 
did on the 13th Dec. 1807, cause a seaman of 
the name of Robert Jeflery, to be landed oy 
the desert island Sombrero, and that in cons. 
quence of the said letters, their lordships ai. 
rected, by their secretary's letter of the 6th of 
Dec. 1809, Admiral sir Roger Curtis, bait to 
cause au enquiry to be made into the circu. 
stance above-mentioned on board His Mo. 
jesty’s said sloop Recruit; aad that the Ad. 
miral had transmitted to their Lords! ips, in 
his Letter to their Secretary of the 9th Nec, 
1809, a Report dated the day preced i, 
which he had received from the Captaus of 
His Majesty's ships Caledonia, Monarch, (el- 
lona, by which it appears, on examining tie 
log of the Recruit, that Robert Jettery, « sea 
man of the said sioop, was landed on the 
island Sombrero on the 18th Dec. 1807, até 
Pp. M.aud directed to the President to ass 
ble a Court Martial to enqmre into tie con 
duct of the said Hlon. Warwick Lake, as com- 
mander of His Majesty’s sloop Recruit, wpon 
the occasion above-mentioned, and to try him 
for having ordered and caused the said Robert 
Jeffery to be Janded on the said island ot Som- 
brero on the 13th Dec. 1807 at 6 Pp. M. was 
read, 

The Members of the Court and the Judge 
Advocate, then in open Court, and before they 
proceeded to trial, respectively took the seve 
ral oaths enjoined and directed. Then the e 
tract from the said Letter of Mr. C. M. Tho- 
mas, the said Report, a Letter from the sid 
Capt. Lake, dated 3d July 1809, an extract o! 
a Letter from the Solicitor of the Asnuralty, 
dated the 12th July 1809, both addressed !0 
the Hon, W. W. Pole: and a Letter from 
their Lordship’s Secretary, enclosing one 100 


Vice Admiral Sir A. Cochrane; were seve 


rally read, and are hereto annexed. 

Captain Lake delivered a paper writing (0 
the Court, as follows: “ I submit that I never 
disputed or denied the specific charge of lan¢- 
ing the man; it stands admitted by my Letier 
to the Lords of the Admiralty; and I am 10 
willing, in order to save the time of this Ho 
nourable Court, to admit the specific charge 
for which the Lords Commissioners have bee® 
pleased to put me on trial by this Honor 
able Court.” 

The Court was cleared, and agreed that 
notwithstanding the above admission, it ¥* 
necessary the Court should hear the evident? 
of the facts, to enable them to form their judg 
ment upon the case. 


Mr. EDW. SPENCER, late Master of 18 
Majesty's Sloop Recruit, called in, and s#o™ 


The Judge Advocate asked :—You will be 
pleased to state to the Court what you kn" 
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if the charge against Capt. Lake ?—On the 
13th Dec. 1807, standing to the northward, 
and the island of Sombrero bearing east from 
the ship, distant from her about a mile and a 
jait (which island 1» about 5 or 6 leagues from 
the Dog and Prickly Pear Island, in the West 
Indies, Capt. Lake came on deck, and came 
to the gangway, where I was standing, between 
te hours of 5 and © in the afternoon, and 
asked, What islend is this? [ answered, it was 
the island of Sombrero ; Capt. L, said, have 
we not some thieves on board? to which J 
said, yes, there are two, who have been guilty 
of ineft; Capt. L. immediately said, send up 
Jefery here; the man soon came up, Capt. 
I. old him, he would not keep such a fellow 
in tis ship, ond that he should send him on 
shore. Capt: L. atterwards went up to Ligur. 
Mould, second Lievt, who was carrying on 
duty at the tue, and spoke to him, but I did 
not hear what passed. In about a quarter o: 
half an hour alterwards Capt. L. said, bear a- 
hand, and land the man, and come off. At 
this ne Lieut. Mould was in the boat astern, 
as was also Robert Jeffery, from the time he 
wiscolid to the gangway until | saw him pass 
the cangsay, to go imo the boat; he was at 
tha ume looking for his things, and he was 
called to go into the boat, over the stern. | 
di not see the boat put. off, but afier she was 
ott | heard Capt. L. hail the Lieutenant to 
bear «hind, and land the man, and come off 
again. | have omitted mentioning, that be- 
fore the man was ordered into the boat, Capt. 
L, ordered the painter to get a piece of can- 
vas, and paint on at * Thief,” which I did not 
seedone. I was on deck between the hours 
ot7 and 8 when the boat returned, and Jetfery 
was not then in the boat; the boat was 
hoisted up, and we made sail to the nortb- 
ward, / 
The Court asked :-~Was there any water or 
provisions put into the boat that landed Ro- 
bert Jeffery, for his use? I did not see any ; 
neither did I hear any ordered.—Were his 
clothes put into the boat? No, they were not ; 
saw them, the next day I think, on board ; 
he was dressed ina frock and trowsers, not 
awiug any hat or shoes on at the time I saw 
him, Gu the following day I dined with Capt. 
L., and just’ as he was rising up to quit the 
table, Capt. L. said, I wonder how old friend 
ttlery comes on now; I suppose he is got 
— by this time.—Are there any houses on 
re ero? None. I was on the island after- 
re Son the 1ith Feb, 1808 Twas sent on 
Mt by Capt. -L., accompanied by Lieut. 
Me -_ if I could see any thing of Jeffery, 
talked what sort of an island it was. We 
ne — some part of the isiand, where we 
tine ob oo many eggs, and young birds sit- 
they meg. te Rests, not capable of flying away ; 
called aan, birds, and when at full size are 
water, J les, but could not find any fresh 
: many pools, and it was all salt 


Water which J tasted. _ The island was entirely 





barren, nothing but a kind of rough grass weed, 
which was in the middie of the island : there 
was 00 house or inhabitant on it. On the 
island I fouod a remnant of a pair of trowsers 
much torn, and the handle of a tomahawk or 
hatchet, which were the only things | faund on 
the island, ] did not find Jelury there, nor 
any traces of him, for I minutely surveyed 
every part of the island: ithas a craggy ascent, 
aod flat when you get upon it; itis about a 
mile and a half in circumference. We went 
back to the ship at 12, according to Capt. L.'s 
order; we were about an hour and a half at 
that time on the isiand. We brought off with 
us some of the eggs and young birds. We 
went a second ume in the afiernoon, and car- 
ried with us muskets and slugs to shoot birds, 
and to look for the man; then it was we found 
the trowsers. Lieut. Mould and Mr. Hobson 
and Mr. Salmon went with us. We surveyed 
the island all over, taking different routes : we 
did not find the man, nor any ‘races of him 
then: we returned about 6 or 7 on board, 
Capt. L. came to the shore of the island, but 
did not land and returned with us on board. 

The log-book of His Majesty's sloop was 
produced, beginning: May 1007. 

Is that the log-book ot the Recruit of that 
time? Yes.—Who wrote it? Mr. Jones, the 
Master’s Mate, who is dead ; he wrove it under 
inv direction.—Did you, from time to time, as 
Master of the Recruit, examine the entries 
made therein? I did, at different times; but 
was Not correct in Observing every day,—Turn 
to the entry of the 13th Dec. 1807; and state 
to the Court when you examined that entry 
after it was made? It might be several days 
after —Do you kuow that the several circum. 
stances there s.ated are true and correct? I 
do; except the words ** lowered down boat 
“and landed Robert Jeffery, seaman, 6. 50, 
up boat, and made sail” ‘This being omitted 
by the Master’s Mate, who had wot "inserted it 
in the log-book, [| therefore inserted it myself 
several days afterwards.— Did you acquaint Lt, 
Mould that you had made such entry? I did 
not, as all hands were upen deck at the time 
the boat was lowered down: Capt. Lake did 
not know I had made it, but the oflicers of the 
ship knew ir.—What is the vearest inhabited 
island to Sombrero? To the best of my know- 
ledge, I think it is Anguilla, which 1, I be- 
lieve, 7 or 8 leagues distance,—At what dis- 
tance do vessels generally pass from the island 
of Sombrero? I have heard they pass near, 
but never saw them; the Recruit was within 
a quarter of a mile from Sombrero ; the chan- 
nel is about 5 or 6 leagues across, and I have 
heard that the French fishermen come there 
turtling.—Had any steps been taken to ascer- 
tain if there were any inbabitan’s on the island 
previous to Jeffery being ordered to be landed 
there, or provisions or water? I do not know, 
—Do you know that there were any eggs or 
young birds in the island in the month of De- 
cember, or was it likely, from your observations, 
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that any were there at the time? I do not 
kuow that there were any, but I think it ts 
very likely.—Did L’. Mould, or any other 
officer, point out to Capt. Lake what would be 
the probable fate of Jeffery on that day or the 
following ? Not that I heard. —What distance 
was the island of Sombrero from the ship 
the wext day? About day-light, the island 
bore about S, W. and by W. about 5 or 6 
leagues distance, being within sight.—Are the 
Court to understand that if Capt. L. had been 
so disposed he might then have returned to the 
island and taken Jeffery off? Yes; I think 
he might have done it.—How was the wind? 
About B.S. E.—At the time Capt. L. asked 
whether there were any thieves on board, did 
you name Jeifery as one? I did not mention 
any name.—Do you know why Jeflery’s clothes 
were not sent with him? He did not bring 
them up with him, and they were not brought 
up belore the boat shoved off, Capt. Lake or- 
dered the boat to shove off, and said, “ never 
« mind lus things.”—Did Lt, Mould bring any 
message to Capt. L. on his return from Jetlery, 
expressive of bis apprehension of his situation, 
and desiring to be taken off? Nat that I 
heard.—Did you hear Capt. L. forbid any 
water or provisions being put into the boat for 
Jetlery? No; I did nor.—Do you know what 
erune Jeffery had commutied, that induced 
Capt. L. to inflict this ponishment on him? | 
recollect, in Nov. 1807, he was charged with 
going ato the guaner’s cabin, and taking out a 
botde, with some rum ju it; be was pumshed 
for it by legging bym, asa man. On the 13th 
Dec. following he was ¢ harged with broaching 
acask of spruce beer, which had been brewed 
for the ship’s company, for which he was not 
punished; Gut it was proved hy some persons 
who saw him do it.—Do you know of Jeffery’s 
having been guilty of any other crime, subse- 
quent to thé punishment he received, besides 
that of his having broached the cask of spruce 
beer? Not tothe best of my recollection.— 
What distance is the island of Anegada from 
Sombrero? I suppose nearly 10 or 11 leagues. 
De you know that there were on the island 
of Sombrero, at the time Jeffery was landed, 
any canoe, or any other possible means b 
which he could have got to that island, being 
directly to leeward? No; I do not.—Was 
Jeilery generally considered as a man of a bad 
or injamous character? He was always con- 
sidered as a skuiking man before be committed 
the thefts.—From your knowledge of the trade- 
wiod in the West Indies, and the Dog and 
Prickly Pear Passage, did it strike your mind 
as probable, that vessels would pass near 
envugh to discover Jeflery on the island of 
Sombrero? Yes, it did, at the time.—Did 
you, or any of the officers, to know 
request Capt. Lake to send for Jeffery, on t 
morning of the 14th, the island then in sight ? 
Tdid not; weither did I bear any of the other 
officers. — Did the Recruit fetarn to Barbadoes, 
or jou the Admiral, between the 13th Dec. 
1ith Feb.? We returned to Barbadoes, 
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and, I think, joined the Admiral, before we 
went to Sombrero again.—Did you suggest ty 
Capt. L. to send provisions with Jetlery, o, 
hear any other person do so? No; [did yor. 
— Did you bring the part of the tomahawk o; 
hatchet you describe to have seen on the is|ay) 
of Sombrero, om board the Recruit? I did.— 
Did you compare it with the others in thy 
Recruit?) No; I did not.—Did’ you form an, 
opinion what it was, or from whence it came ! 
My opinion was, it was a fisherman’s; it was 
very rough ; it was not any thing belonging tp 
the Navy.—Were the trowsers you found of 
the same sort as those worn by Jeffery? They 
had the same appearance as trowsers serve) 
out in his Majesty’s sbips.—Did you at an 
subsequent period afterwards hear Capt. Lake 
express any apprehensions as to the fate of 
Jelicry? Not to the best of my recolleciion, 
except as I have before stated.—Have you any 
reason to think, from Capt. Lake’s saying he 
supposed Jetlery had got housed, that he be- 
lieved the island of Sombrero to be inhabited? 
[ really believe he did.—Was you prevented 
by fear, or any other motive, from suggesting 
to Capt. Lake the taking off Jeffery? No; 1 
was not.—Did Lt. Mould give his opinion, as 
to the propriety of leaving Jeffery on the island! 
Not that [ heard. 

Captain Lake asked: You said, “ We have 
two thieves on board ;” did you mean Jetiery 
as one? I did,—How often did Lt. Mould go 
to the island? To the best of my recollection, 
he was twice on the 11th of Feb. besides the 
time he landed the man.—Did you ever hear 
any report as to what became of Jeffery? | 
heard it on board the Recruit, 1 think trom 
Capt. Lake, that it was advertised in an Ame- 
rican paper, that the man was taken off the 
island, and carried to America.—Did you hear 
it from Mr. Windsor? I heard him say, since 
i have been at Portsmouth, that he heard t 
trom the Hon. Capt. Crofton.—Did you often 
report Jeffery to me as a very bad character, 
and say it would be a very good thing if we 
could get him out of the ship; that flogging 
would do him no good? Yes; 1 did.—Dud 
you conceive, at the time he was landed, that 
there were houses, or rocks sppearing hike 
houses, on the island? At the tme I thought 
there were houses, and did not know that & 
was not inhabited. ; 

The Court asked :—Comnsidering the descrp- 
lion you have given of the island, and the situ- 
ation of your ship, could you, or any other o! 
ficer of the ship, have discovered houses, | 
there had been any there? No, we could not; 
I think there might have been houses and ¥¢ 


not see them ; the land rises from the surface of 


the water above 40 feet, I should think, and 

tea aren area see over okey 
vently complained 

tb Cope, fame wiah him out of the ship! 

He was generally down below in the watch, 

and could never be got up on deck: he bt 
been long at sea; he was a very ™ 
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wuch; and I thought such a man had better 
’ oat of the ship ; I do not mean his flogging ; 


\ was started several times by a boatswain’s 


aie with a rope.——What in your conscience 
aos the impression upon your mind, at the 
ome that Jeffery was landed on Sombrero, 
whether it was a desolate island or not? The 
impression on my mind was, I did not think it 
was a desolate island.—Had you any reason to 
ater that opinion on the return of the boat 
with Lt. Mould, or before you lost sight of the 
sland? No.—Did you then consider the act 
of Capt. Lake as very oppressive? I did not 
consider whether it was oppressive or not; I 
did not take it into consideration.—How long 
bwe you been a Master in the Navy; how 
oug in the West Indies; and how many times 
hwe you been in sight of Sombrero, before 
that ime? I shall have been a Master, the 
oohof next month, 3 years. I served a- board 
4! vears in the West Indies, in a man-of-war, 
and never was in sight of the island before we 
landed the man, to the best of my knowledge.— 
Have you any Instruction Book for navigating 
in the West Indies? No; but I have seen 
ove.—Did you ever look to see if Sombrero 
was inhabited, or had wood or water? No; I 
never did —Was the Recruit in want of water 
at theume? Ido not recollect, 


Mr. JOSEPH ELVY, date belonging to the 
Recruit, called in, and sworn. 


The Judge Advocate asked :—What was you 
in the Recruit, in Dec. 1807? I belonged 
then to the after-guard.—State to the Court 
wit you know of the, charges against Capt. 
Lake. On the 13th Dec. 1807, the ship was 
of Sombrero, About 6 in the evening, Capt. 
Lake calied Jeffery, and told him he should 
‘cad tum on shore on that iskand ; a patch was 
sewion tohis back, with the word “ Thief” 
ont; Capt. Lake then told Lt. Mould ~to 
make baste and land the man, and retorn, I 
‘aw (he man go inte the boat by order of Capt. 
lake: he had on a white frock and trowsers, 
black hat; I cannot say whether he had shoes 
‘ornot; when the boat returned he was not 
it—Are you sure he had a hat on? Lam 
pretty sure.—Were any clothes put into the 
hoat with hia? None, that I know of.—Did 
‘e ask tor his clothes? I did not hear him. 

he Court asked :—Were any provisions or 
“ter put into the boat? I do not know that 
Mere was; I did not see any put in.—Did you 
om “ay orders given by Capt. Lake to pre- 
hen ,‘DY water or provisions being put into the 
dered: No, I did not.—Was Jeflery consi 
. eo: infamous character? He had been 
m4 once for taking ram out of the gunner’s 
. ae you know that there is any water, 
i, abitants, on Sombrero? No.—Did you 
te the > houses tiere? No.—Do you know, 
tion uae wrt of the boat, that any representa 
ttestion revs af Lake sepersee ca the 
tell @ the weer or relative to the island it- 
a there? the officer, or any man who went 


No, I do not.—Do you remember 
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the next morning being ia sight of Sombrero } 
Yes.— Do you know at any time that day, that 
any representation was made to Capt. Lake 
respecting Jeffery, with a request of bis bein 
taken off, by any person on board the eosah? 
No.—Was the situation of the ship such, the 
next day, that if Capt. Lake had been so dis- 
posed, he might have approached the island, 
and taken the man off? I do not recollect 
that it was.—What distance was the Recruit 
from Sombrero, about 5 in the evening of the 
13th Dec, 1807? I do not know.—Is it your 
opinion she was near enough to have discovered 
houses, had there been any on it? I think we 
were too far off at that ume.—Was she near 
enough, at any time prior to the man being 
sent from the ship, to have discovered any 
houses, ¥ there had been any there? Yes, 
about a quarter of au heur before he was sent 
away.—From what you had observed, did you 
suppose, at the time Jeffery was sent from the 
brig, that the island was uninhabited? No; I 
did not know whether it was or not.—Do you 
know what crime Jeflery had been guilty of to 
induce Capt. Lake to set him on shore on the 
island? I believe it was for broaching a cask 
of spruce beer that same day.—Did you think 
it a very very cruel and oppressive act, at the 
time the putting Jeffery onshore? Yes, 1 did. 
—Was the ship's company at ao allowance of 
water at the time? 1 do not recollect.—Was 
any ship in sight at the time, or boat, when 
Jeffery was put on shore? No. 


FRANCISCO VALA, a Seaman belonging to 
the Reeruit, called in, and sworn. 


The Judge Advocate asked:—Was you one 
of the boat’s crew in which Jeffery was taken 
on shore from the Recruit, and landed on Som- 
brero? Yes, I was ; when the boat was lowered 
astern, he came into the boat.—How was he 
dressed? He had white trowsers, white frock, 
and a straw hat; one uf the beat’s crew guve 
him a pair of shoes, Mr. Mould # handker- 
chief, and another man a knife.—Were any 
provisions or water put inte the boat? No,— 
Was the man in good spirits, or was he crving? 
He cried when he went a-shore ; he said, Guod 
healih to the gentlemen and boat's crew.—Did 
he ask them to take him on board agaw? I 
did not bear him say thut.—Did he immediately 
get upon the rock on the island? Yes.—How 
high is it? =As high as the mizen-top.— Was it 
dificult to get up? No; any one could get up. 
—Did you go on shore yourself? Yes; 1 went 
about 20 feet on the island.—Was it dark at 
the time ? It was dark, 

The Court asked :—Hew long was the boat 
on shore? About } of an bour. — Did the 
Lieut. and bout’s crew go upon the rock, to see 
f there were any houses? Yes; and when 
they came down, they said there were no 
houses.—When you put off, did Jeffery cry? 
Yes; but he did not make any noise.—Was be 
bleeding at the ume? No; I did not see him. 
—Did Jeffery ask for water or provisions when 
he was put on shore? No; I did not hear him, 
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Mr. JAMES HOBSON, Jate acting Purser 
and Clerk of the Recruit, and now Clerk of 


the Ulysses, called in, and sworn. 


The Judwe Advocate asled -—Produce the 
Muster Book of the Recruit, turn to the 
Prisoner's name, and acquaint the Court 
how it there stands? No. 117, Ship’s Book, 
Robert Jeffery, ordinary, entry ith Aug. 
1807, appearance 25th Ang., run 18th “Dec. 
1807, ai Sombrero island. — Do you know 
that Jeffery was put on shore on that island by 
the order of Capt. Lake on that day? Yes.— 
Was he the person above described? Yes.—By 
whose order did you put the R. ayalnst lis 
name? L believe I did it of my own accord.—- 
Did Capt. Lake know that you had so done f 
When the ship arrived at Barbadoes, he asked 
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me how he was discharged on the book: I told | 


him I had rua him on the books; he said that 
I ought to have discharged him to Sombrero.— 
How long was that alterwards? About six weeks 
ago.—Did Capt. Lake direct you to take out 
the R. and make an entry of bis bewg dis- 
charged to Sombrero? Yes.—Why did you 
not doit? Because | believe I had sent a Mus- 
ter Book up previous. —Had Capt. Lake any 
knowledge of that Muster Book having been 
sent away, and of the R. having remained 
agaist the ueme of Jefery on that book? He 
siyned that Book, but be did not know that the 
R. was against Jeffery’s wame at the tine it 
was sent.—Betore you had entered the R. 
against the name of Jetiery, had you any con- 
versation with Capt. Lake, as to the mode the 
entry should be made on the book? No. 

Tre Court asked; What distance was the Re- 
cruit from Sombrero at 5 ep. M. on the 18th Der ? 
T was on deck just before the man went away, 
about 6 o'clock ; she was not more than j of a 
mile or a mile then, —Was it at that time sufli- 
ciently light and clear for you to see the island? 
Not disuiuectly.—From any observations you 
had made in the course of that day or at that 
time, did you suppose Sombrero to. be inha- 
bited, or not? [ thought it was inhabited, at 
the tune. —What reasons had you for forming 
that opinion? I could not see the island dis- 
tinctly enough to see any houses: the oflicers 
said, at the time, that fishermen resorted to it, 
and ihabited it, who came there to catch tur- 
tle; | heard the first and second lieutenant 
say 9, L think the master, but am not sure.— 
Do you mean to say, that you understood that 
the fishermen were occasionally there, or when 
they went away with fish, they left part of their 
oe there ? IT understood it was alwavs inha- 

ited by some of them.—Do you know whe- 
ther any research was made by the officer who 
landed Jetiery to ascertain that fact ? No.—Did 
you see any person or building on the island 

ourselt; L have already said, it was too dark ; 

could not-discover any thing distinctly.—Was 
there any report made by "the otlicer, or any 
person in the boat, on their return, that the 
wsiand was not inhabted? I heard the officer 
say, who landed the man (Licut, Mould) that 





















be did not think it was inhabited. 1 have p 
knowledge that it was stated to Capt. Lake— 


Did you, at any period subsequent to the 13, b 
Dec. 1807, hear Capt, Lake express appre ie. afi 
sion respecting the fate of Jetlery? No: oni, you 
when hé learnt 1t was an uninhabited slapd 
he said, he was very sorry it had happen: : -" 
he would rather have given 20,0004. ‘1 his was i ha 
after he had been to the Admiral, at Barhadi: ne 
—Do you know when Capt. Lake heard tj. 
Sembrero was not inhabited? I believe je oom 
beard it when we got to Barbadves.— [iq _ 
| Capt. Lake tell you so? Capt. Lake told ne, iy 
he undersiood that it was an uninhabited Did 
island, and that he was going back to see if the we 
man was there, by the Admiral’s orders.—liuw om 
long have you satied with Capt. Lake? Pro we 
the 8th March 1806 to the 14th June 1605. wm 
aud from the 30th May 1809 to this due 


From your knowledge of Capt. Lake, do you 
think ne would have ordered Jeilery to have 
been put on Sombrero, if he knew it was on. 
habited? No; Lam almost sure he would not — 
Do you know if Capt. Lake, at the ume Jeiery 
was put on shore, directed any inquiry to Le 
made whether the island was inhabited or not? 
If he did I never beard of it,—Did vou see Lr, 
Mould that night, after he returved trow put 
ting Jetfery on the island?» Yes.—Dhud lie ap- 
pear to be distressed at the order he bau been 
directed to execute, or express any regret at 
it? No; nothing further than I have stated; 
that he did not think it was inhabited. 

Captain Lake asked:—Did. you bear I. 
Mould ask me leave to go and land the wa 
volunteering to do it? No; Iwas below— 
Have you any, and what knowledge, and by 
what means, as to what became of Jeilery?—I 
understood that he bad been taken off (e 
island by an American merchant vessel, 204 
conveyed to America: I was told so by the 
Purser of the Reervit, Mr. Windsor, who sat, 
that Capt. Crofton told him that be had cut 
the account of it out of an American pape, 
and that he should give it to him, to take 
Capt. Lake, but he could not find it.— Did you 
_ what was the date of the American papet! 
No. 





Gru Fesrvuary 1810. 
My. EDWARD: SPENSER cailled in agaist. 


The Court asked:—At the time Jeffery 
sent on shore to Sombrero, did Capt. La 
give any directions to examive whether U* 
island was inhabited or not? Not that I hear 
—Did Capt. Lake order his: pistols to 
brought on deck, at the time? Yes; he did— 
You will state to the Court what he sad 0 
that occasion ?—I did not bear captain Lat 
make any remark at the time, further th 
order his pistols to be brought on the deck 
and they were laid on the. capstas.— PY 
whom were they brought? To the best “ 
my recollection, by Capt. Lake's Steward 
For what pu were those pistols brous! 
on deck? Really I cannot say; I have ae 
quéntly known Capt. Lake’s pistols brovs 
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on deck, when beating the quarters.—At the 
roe Captain Lake ordered his pistols to be 
brought on deck, did you notice the state 
jos mental faculties? No; I did not.—Had 
" i any reason, iroin his conduct, to suspect 
wy porto be of sound mind at the tme? I 
dd not consider myself a Competent judge, but 
I have heard the Surgeon say, that he thought 
ie was a little touched, or insane.. At the 
time he ordered the pistols to be brought On 
deck, he spoke loud and harsh. 1 think he 
wos astmuch in lus senses thea as he usually 
wis, when carrying on the duty of the ship.— 
Did you hear Capt. Lake say, 1f any body men- 
roved to hun the name oi Jetlery be would put 


hun to death, or words to that effect? No; I | 


never did.-—Did you Lear him forbid water and 
povisions being put into the boat? No; I did 
gyot.—Do you mean to say, that Capt. Lake has 
frequently ordered his pistols to be brought up 
viea not at quarters? [ have seen them so 


oiien brought up, that I cannot recollect whe- | 


ther pistols have been brought up, when not at 
quarters, or not. —Have you at one time known 
Capt. Lake to have ordered his pistols to he 
brousht up, when not at quarters, besides the 
time before stated? L do not recollect.— Did 


Bvou see Lt. Mould on the aight of the 13th 


Dec. after he had put Jeffery en shore at Som- 
brero? Yes—Did Lt. Mould appear to be dis- 
ressed at the orders he had been directed to 
pxecute, or express any regret at it, either on 
hat night or the next morning? No; he did 
mut, that | heard.—Upon consideration of what 
passed at the time Jeifery was put on shore, 
0 you sull mean to say, that it did not enter 
uto your consideration, whether the act was 
ppressive or not, or what weald be his fate? 


PV, it did not; for I really thought, at the | 


me, that the island was inhabited.—Were 
ere any ships or vessels, or boat in sight, at 
he ime Jetiery was landed on the island? We 
ded a vessel a few hours before ; but I 
sonot say whether she was, in sight or not; 
wien tie man was landed I did pot see her.— 
‘ate to the Court whether Capt. Lake was 
over on the eveniag of the 13th of Dec. 1507, 
or he ordered Jeiléry to be put on shore on 
‘worera. I do not think be was perfectly 
er.—What quantity of water was there ov 
ira the Recrui: on the evening of the 13th 
“C1807? TL believe from 17 to 19 tons: 
ge than 17.—Under the impression of the 
we have taken, since you heard of a 
‘wrt Martial for the trial of Capt. Lake for 
tn Jeffery on the island, have you had 
e MSauon with any person as to the evidence 
bes Adon give, except Capt, Lake and the 
M woth b; pe 2 . Va my oath, I neverhave.— 
mdact ”% ri your evidence you say, that the 
eery wa og Lake was as usual at the time 
ba dae Sent on shore, and you have since 
ky - oe do uot think he was perfectly 
Bhat? Gant i the Court to understand from 
hore lent, - Lake, after his wine, was usually 
f ated than he was in the former part 


tt} ; 
** day.—Did you see Capt. Lake on the 
'"S Morning; and at what time? | 


i! 





saw him when he came on deck, between 8 
and 9; 1 was then othcer of the watch.—Was 
Sombrero then in sight? I think it was: it 
was ac 6 in the morning.—Was Capt. Lake 
formed of its being in sight? Lieut. Mould 
had the morning watch, but Ido not know 
whether he informed the Captain ur not.—Do 
you from any circumstance rising trom your 
own knowledge, know that Capt. Lake knew 
the island was in sight or not? No: I do 
not.—Was any vessel or boat in sight when 
you reheved the deck at 8 o’clock? No: 
there was not.—Do you know whether the 
pistols laid ov the capstan by Capt. Luke's 


| order, on the 13th Dec..1807, were loaded or 





not? No; I do not.—Did you see any um- 
munition produced on the Capstan oa that 
evening? No; I did not. 


THOMAS JENKINS, Serjeant of Marines, 


called in, and sworn, 


The Judge Advocate asked: You willstate to 
the Court what you know respecting the charge 
against Capt. Lake. About two years ago the 
ship was in the West Indies, near an island, 
whose name I do not recollect ; 1 saw Jetiery 
sent into the boat by Capt. Lake's order ; he 
onlered the boat to be manned and him into 
it; I brought him up between decks; he was 
dressed in a blue jacket, and mother of pearl- 
buttons; I believe he had a hat on; when he 
went into the boat ; [am not positive whether 
he had a blue jacket on or not.—Were his 
clothes brought up, and put into the boat ? 
Not to my knowledge; I was notordered to 
bring them up.—Do you know why they were 
not put into the boat? No.—Did he ask for 
his clothes? No.—Why did you not bring 
them up? I was never ordered to bring thein 
up.—Did Jeffery express any reluctance at 
being set on shore? IL did not hear him 
speak.—Was he immediately ordered into the 
boat, on hisbeing brought up? A few minutes 
after.—Was any thing said to him by Capt. 
Lake before he went into the boat? Nothing 
that Iheard, further than to make haste back 
with the boat.—Did Jeffery at the time he 
went into the boat, know that be was to be 
landed and left on the island? Yes; [ be- 
lieve he did-—How do you know? Every 
person thought so.—Did you see the island 
from the ship? Yes.—Did you know whether 
v was inhbabued or not? I thought it was.—- 
Why did you think so? It being dusk in the 
evening, there were large rocks, which appeared 
like houses.— Could you discover the size of the 
island? It was about halfa mile in length— 
Did you hear any directions given by Capt. 
Lake, to examine whether the island was im- 
habited or not?) No.—Did you bear hin di- 
rect the officer who commanded the boat, to 
bring back Jeffery, if te should find it was not 
inhabited? No.—Were any provisions of 
water ordered into the boat, for the use 
of Jefiery?. I did not hear of any+—Did 
you hear any directions given by Capt. Lake, 
that there should not be-any provisions or 
water, or the man’s clothes put into the boat? 
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1 did not hear of any.—Did you hear of any 
directions given, to search if there was fresh 
water on the island at the time Jeffery was sent 
on shore? No.—Was he brought back in the 
boat? Ldid not see him; nor have | seen 
him since. 

The Court asked: Was Jeffery considered as 
ap infamous character on board? No; he 
was contined about a week before for theft.— 
When you brought Jeffery on the quarter deck, 
did Capt. Lake state any reasons for landing 
him? No; notas [ heard.—Did you hear 
Capt. Lake say, that if any man mentioned 
Jettery be would puthim to death? No— 
Did you observe a brace of pistols placed on 
the capstan? I did not see them.—Did you, 
ov the following day, hear any person remind 
Capt. Lake tha: Jetle y was lefi on the island ? 


No.—Altter the boat returned, did you ander- | 
stand the island to be umimlabited, or that there | 


was fresh water on it and houses? =| thought 
60; the people were saying, when the boat was 


going with Jetlery, that he would be starved to | 
death; and Mr. Spencer came up behind, and | 


said, “ Yuu te dameed;” which I thought 
meant he would do very well.—Did you notice 


avy thing extraordinary im the conduct of | 


Capt. Lake, at the time he eent Jeffery on 
shore; or ded he carry on the duty in a cool, 
deliberate manner, in les usual way? He ap- 
peared t» be very passivnate at the time, more 
than usual,.—PFrom what you observed at the 
ume, have you any reason to believe that he 
was not of sound mind at the time when he 
sent Jetiery on shore? No; Ido not know; 
he was noti such a passion in the morning 
as he was over-night.—Did you, at any time, 
think x cruel and oppressive patting Jetlery on 
shore? No; IL thought the island was in- 
habited. --Relate to the Court whether Capt. 
Lake was sober on the evening of the 15th of 
Dec., when he ordered Jeilery to be put on 
shore on Sombrero? He appeared to me to 
he sober —Do you know whether Jeiery 
took off his jacket before he went into the 
boat, or was directed to do so? I caunot 
recollect. 


JOHN PEARSON, Quarter master of His 
Majesty's Sloop Recruit, called in, and sworn. 


The Judge Advocate asked: Was you 

uarter-master at the tune when Jeilery was 
put into the boat? Yes, I was.—State to the 
Court what you know, and saw, upon that oc- 
casion, When he came up, I met him coming 
along the main-deck ; he then had a frock and 
trowsers, and a blue jacket with mother-of- 
pearl buttons on it, and a straw hat, and no 
shoes. When l came aft, he went into the 
boat, without any jacket on.—Was the Cap- 
tainon deck? Yes.—What did he say? When 
the boat wus hauled up on the starboard side, 
Capt. Lake told Mr. Mould to land him, aud 
bear a hand back with the boat.—Did Jetfery 
show any reluctanceto be landed? I did not 
see him when he went into the boat.—Was he 
in the boat when she came hack? He was not, 
~—Did you see the islund from the ship? Yes; 
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it was about $ ofamile from us. The jslay, 
appeared to be 2 or 3 miles long ; and the heigix 
of it might be as high as a brig’s CFOss- jack 
yard.—Did you know whether it was inhabited 
ornot? Ido not know ; I was never on shore 
—Did it appear to be inhabited? I do om 
know.—Did you see any houses or smoke} 
No.—Was it light enough to have seen, it, 
there were any? Yes.—Were there any pro. 
visions or water put into the boat? No.—Dy 
you hear Capt. Lake order that none should 
be put in? No—Were any orders given w 
search ifthere was any fresh water on shore? 
I did not bear it.—Did you see any pistols on 
the capstan on that evening? No.—Were his 
clothes put into the boat? No.—Why wee 
they not? Ido not know —Did you hear Cay, 
Lake threaten to put any man to death the 
mentioned the name of Jeffery? I did not— 
Was he considered an infamous character! 
He had a good character, as far as I kuow— 
What impression did it make on your mind, the 
landing of Jeflery ; did you think it an wct of 
cruelty and oppression? I thought it wasa 
very ceuel thing at the time.—Was the bue 
jecket taken in the boat with Jeffery or 1! 
I do not know.—You have said, “ you thought 


/itavery cruel thing, the putting Jeffery oa 


shore ;” what induced you to think so? Ths 
people were saying at the time that it wasa 
barren island.—Was that your own opinwa! 
No; I did not know what island it was. 
Capt. Lake asked :—Did you see all the 
island, or only one side of it? I saw all rovod 
the west part of it.—Was Jeffery repeatedly 
accused of theft? He was pumsted for ties 
about five days before; he was reported lor 
stealing some rum out of the gunner’s cabu. 
The Court asked: Wad he committed an 
other theft afterthat punishment? Not tut! 
know of; it was reported he had broached# 
cask of spruce beer, a day or two belore vt 


| was sent on shore. 


JOSEPH MOTT, Captain of the Forecasile J 
the Recruit, called in, and sworn. 


The Judge Advocate asked: Was you on ck 
at the time Jeffery was sent out of the Pecrutt! 
Yes; off Sombrero, I heard Capt. Lake #' 
orders to have him put into the boat, and 120" 
ed on the island.—Did he say why 1 should 
bedone? Yes; on account of taking 
spruce out of a cask.—Did Jeffery say “' 
thing? Not in my hearing,—What © thes 
had he? A frock and trowsers, when | »" 
him in the boat.—Did he look cheerful or 9" 
rowful? He looked sorrowful.—Did you * 
any pistols brought upon deck? No. 

The Court asked: What impression bat 
on your mind at the time, leaving Jeiery ie 
hind? [thought is was very sorrowtul to 
aman left ona desolate isiand like tat~ 
Did you think it a cruel act? Yes.—Did 
know it was a desolate island? No; * ™ 
dusk. I did not think it was cruel at first; 
when we returned, avd found it to be 4 er 
late island, I thought so.—Was there & e 
cieut light to see if there were houses 0” 
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sland  iand? There were rocks that looked like 
neigh houses. Before you lost {sight of the island, 
s-Jack could you ascertain if they were houses or not? 
rbited They did not seem like houses when we got 
shore, round the rock.—Did you hear Capt. Lake 
lo not give directions that neither water or provi- 
roke } sous or clothes should be put into the boat ? 
it, if did not hear that, —Have you seen Jeffery since 
Y pros he was landed? No.—Was the brig on the 
—Dad weather or lee side of the island, when the boat 
should was sent away with Jeffery? On the lee side. 
ven to Did you run down from the windward ? 
shore? ‘es—At what distance did you pass the 
‘ols 00 ‘land? A mile and a half.—Was there light, 
ere lis at that time, to see if there were any houses or 
y were jnhabitants on the island, had there been any? 
Capt. J looked, but did not see any; I think there 
Uh What as light sufficient to see them, if there had 
nol — bees anv. —When the boat returned from land- 
racter? og Jeffery, do you know that there was any 
LOW ep tfrom the officer or men, of the situation, 
nd, the sto the island, in which Jeffery was left? 
| wet of {r. Mould said it was a barren place, as he 
Wasa ane over the gangway.—Did he tell Capt. 
ye bive ake so? Not in my hearing.—Did you see 
rot! ‘apt. Lake when he ordered Jeffery to be 
‘houglit wnded? Yes.—Did you then consider him to 
fery a bein his right senses? The same as usual, 
The nly passionate, 

was & 

vipion! DEFENCE. 
| Mr. Presipent, aND GENTLEMEN OF THIS 
all the ONOURABLE Court ;—It is not my intention 
I rowod detain you at any length, by revresenting to 
re ated ou the painful situation in which T am placed, 
or tel tof pointing out to you the nature of the 
ted lot harge alledged against me; to men of your 
sabia. mourable minds, such an address can hardly 
ted aly e wanting: indeed, I am convinced it is 
yt that holly unnecessary, from the strict attention 
yached 4 U have paid to the Inquiry. The accusation 
etore be vast me is of a most serious nature; and I 


ft leave to ask every gentleman of this ho- 
uratleCourt, whether it has net been brought 
ward wader most singular circumstances, It 
‘uezested by a person I have never seen in 
‘le, but whose character will not bear in- 
“igation, I need not remind you, that the 
aracter of an accuser ought always to be most 
"upulously attended to. When I speak of the 
‘et, of course I do not mean the Lords 
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ry «4 ine t | 2) . - 
eae “™uissioners of the Admiralty, for whom I 
av & iM . . ¢ 
ay a Y ver have the highest respect, but by my 
_—" ‘scr, I mean Thomas, who is net here to be 
mn 1 sa” Oronted by : 
od “me y me, and whose charge is couched 
u! aly ' 'tterness of spirit which brings down sus- 
ri “) . . r¢ 
vo ‘upon it. Tt also contains a foul and 


“hprr en as I trust will manifestly appear 
ihen of this Inquiry; a charge which 
os ag} ed aggravated and unfounded ru- 
th reeacd oer > my character. 

“gard to the fact of landing Robert Jef- 


‘| have never denied it ; | have admitted it 


‘on bad 
etfery hee 
ful to s¢ 
o that 


- 


Did 















. 3 ? 

2 i |" letter to the Lords Commissioners of the 

first; § “iralty, and I a 
4 de terdag ut 4 was equally ready to admit it 

7 a nble order to save the time of this ho- 

ees on t out Court; but I do from my heart deny 

- "Yes imputed to me. I solemnly de- 
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clare, I never intended to put Robert Jeffery 
in any jeopardy by landing him. It appears 
that his character was bad ; his propensity to 
disobedience and dishonesty was sucli, as to 
lead me and others to believe, that punishment 
would only harden his heart, and confirm him 
in his bad practices. You will be pleased to 
recollect the evidence of Mr. Spencer, the chief 
witness on the part of the prosecution on this 
point; he himself advised me to get the man 
out of the ship; and I declare, that by landing 
him, I thought he would be made more sensible 
of his want of conduct, and reform in future, [ 
was persuaded, at the time, that the island was 
inhabited ; in addition to which, [ cannot but 
suppose it within your knowledge, that the 
island is not out of the reach of human assist- 
ance. I need not state that it is within the 
track of vessels on particular destinations, and 
which frequently pass within sail of the island, 
Jeffery found this to be the case, and there is 
no reason to doubt but that he was taken off the 
island ; for it appears, that on a search being 
made there afterwards for him, one of the wit- 
nesses states expressly, that not a trace of him 
was to be found, which | cannot conceive cuuld 
have been the case if he had perished there, as 
is most unwarrantably asserted by Thomas, 
Genulemen, | have no doubt he was conveyed 
to America in perfect safety. I mysclf verily 
believe he is in England at this moment, con- 
signed (as it were) to the merchants, out of 
whose service I pressed him, aud who, perhaps, 
are keeping him concealed till the event of this 
Court Martial is known, and then he may be 
let loose upon me, to seek a compensation in 
damages, by an action at laws the place of bis 
concealment, however, has hitherto eluded the 
diligence of my agents, Ido not expect or de- 
sire any statement to be taken on my own as- 
sertion, but I stand here on my defence under 
considerable disadvantages, with several wit~ 
nesses, whom I consider material on my behalf, 
now abroad, such as Lieut. Mould, Mr. Salmon 
the Midshipman, Mr. Boyce the Gunner, and 
others; among whom I may mention the Hon, 
Capt. Crofton. I am not, however, left desti- 
‘tute of evidence, for a most important docu- 
ment is now before ycu; I mean the official 
report made by Sir A. Cochrane to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, on this sub- 
ject, and by them transmitted to the Judge 
Advocate, read by him to this Honourable 
Court, and now lying on the table. Be pleased 
to consider attentively the statement made b 

this officiel communication; contrast it wi 

the Letter of Thomas, who is my invincible*® 
accuser, and then decide whether he was wage 
ranted in asserting, that Robert Jeffery had pe- 
rished through the inhumanity of one whom he 
has thooght proper to describe as a “ titled 
« murderer.” Gentlemen, I have stated, 
that I admit the fact of landing the man, but 
I deny the motives and consequences al- 
ledged against me, and found this denial as 
well on his character, as on my own belief re- 


* Qy. Invisible. 
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specting the site of the island. 1 was in- 
formed atterpwatad, On my arrival at Burtradoes, 
that | was wmisttkén on this subject, which I 
must ever Ueplire ; it cannot, however, be de- 
nied, that thistsiand 1s within the observation 
of passing teasels. For this fact | heg to advert 
to the evidence on the part of the prosecution ; 
and also to the conclusion of the Letter trom 
Sir A. Cochrane. I must again deny that any 
fatal couseqoence befel this man; as to this 
point, [ m git sefely rest on the presamption of 
law, in favour of the man’s ex'stence, unless tis 
death be proved: as to this, L again beg leave 
to refer to the evidence betore you, avd obce 
nore draw your avtention to Si A. Cochrane's 
Letter, whereby he expresses hinisell tuily sa- 
tistied us to the man’s safety. Gentlemen, it 
appears, that ny Commamter in Corel, Sir A. 
Cochrane, took ths aifsir ander his enquiry, 
with every means of information afforded to 
him, and the result of his matare and anbiassed 
judgment was that the case did not require 
him to try we by a Court Martial, bar he «id, 
ayreeably to the feelings of ins honourable cha- 
racter, enquire inte, adjadge. and punish me on 
the occasion, tor b was secotsly adinooished by 
him, as be stat). in bis Letter; and what but 
punishwe.t can that’ be to a teeing, manly, and 
honourable miad; I did therefure hope, that 
this untorfdmare erent had been suthciently 
visited, and that the present Court Martie! 
might have beeh deemed unnecessary; but | 
dv not mean this es the lahywage of complaint; 
I how to tiie wisder. and justice of the Lords 
Commissivoers of the Admiralty, who bave 
thought it proper to put this matteranto a train 


of further isvestiation f° and ‘some. circum: | 


stances of my Case must make it apparent, that 
Thad no »'sh to impede or protract the en- 
quiry. | exnnot be prevailed upon to speak 
of myself, but it is possible that you may know, 


that an early testimony was bestowed upon me 


({ hope not undeservedly) fur having done that, 
whieh I admit was nothing more than iny duty, 
and which I do not pretend was worthy of no- 
tice. This. however, is a subject which 1 aoes 
not become any man to dwell! upon, and | hope 
to be excused for even alluding to it; but, Gen. 
tlemen, when I am presented to your notice 
cruel and oppressive, am I not vindicated trom 
the charge by the evidence; Mr. Hobson in 
particular f consider as saying expressly, on his 
solemn oath, that be does not believe ine capa- 
ble of such acts; for he states, thet he ix most 


certain, that T would not bave ordered Robert 


Jeffery to be landed, had | known, be lieved, or 
even supposed, that the island was rot inbabit- 
ed. In addition to this, [ might (if I could be 
permitted so ty do) adduce the unsolicited and 
unexpected evidence of a most handsome Let- 
ter from the Oticers of my own shop. 1 must 
ever tecl obliged to thove yeatlemen for ad- 
dressing it tne, whether [ am allowed to lay it 
betore this Honourable Court or not. T-rely 
kee wt Pot heal seats omaes: sn 
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honour, and I look forward to be speedily re 
lieved by your Sentence, from the dari and 
horrible isinuations which have gone {yy} 


tnd 
deeply wounded my peace of mud, and aflecte 
my character as a Captain of a British pianos 


war. I apologize for occupying so much gf 
your time, acknowledging the attention aid », 
terest you have mamitested on this occasyy 
and confidently expecting a favourable rey) 
from your feelings of justice and honour, acy 
wed by the Evidence which has been addycy 
before you; and which, LE must submit, doe y 
no respect substantiate the very extraordingn 
accusation that has been preferred . gains: te. 
—Dated 6th February, 1810.—W. LAK, 
SENTENCE. 

PursvantT to an Order from the Right Hoo 
the Lords Co:mwssioners of the Admiralty, 
dated the 3d of Feb. iostamt, avd dirccied tp 
the President, setting forth that 4 Leiter be 
been addressed to them Lordships by th ky 
Horn. Charies Bathurst, enciosing a Leitert 
him from Mr. Charles Morgan Thomas, dsted 
His Majesty's Ship Neptune, Port Roya bay, 
Martinique, the 24th ot March 1809 ; 1 which 
itis stated, that the Hun. Warwick Late, 
when commander of His Majesty's oop the 
Recruit, did, on the 18th Dec. 1807, cuuses 
seanan of the name of Robert Jeliery, tO & 
landed on the desert island of Sombrero ; aul 
thet their Lordsbips, in consequence of thy 
‘said Letters, directed, by their Secretary's Le 
‘ter of the 6th Dec, 1809, Adsuiral Sir Roget 
Curtis, Bart. to Cause an inquiry to be mult 
into the .cireamstanees above mentioned a 
bard His Miajesty’s said sloop Recruit. Asi 
that the Adiniral jad transmitted vo their Lore 
ships, in his Letter to their Secretary of U 
9th Dec. 1809, a Report, dated the day pre 
ceding, which be trad received from the ip 
tain’s of His Majesty's Ships, Caledous 
Monarch, and Bellowa, by which it appeet 
on examining the log of the Recraat, that Rube 
| Jeffery, seaman of the said sloop, was luntét 
lon the island of Sombrero on the 15th De 
1807, at 6 p. mM. . The Court proceeded t0 * 
quire into the conduct. of the said Hon, Wa 
wick Lake, as commander of His Maj 
said sloop Recruit, wpen the occasios abort 
mentioned, and to try him for baving ere 
| and caused the said Robert Jeffery to be bane 
on the said island of Sombrero on the } 
Dec. 1807 at 6 p.m. And having hearé 
Evidence produced in support of te 0" 
and bv the said Hon. Warwick Labe,® 
Defence, and what he had to allege 1 *v)?" 
thereof; and having maturely and deliberate 
weighed and considered the whole,—th¢ u | 
is of opinion, That the Charge has beed n° 
against the said Hon. Warwick Lake, 00° 
adjudge him to be dismissed from His Mar 
service; and the-said Hon. Warwick 
hereby dismissed from His Majesiy> * 
accordingly. 
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